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Portrayals  of  Abraham 

Lincoln 


Diorama 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


S«pt«ter1.11,  1934 


tSr.  U»  0«ra 
4C18  Parkinson 
Detroit,  Mloh* 

Ity  dAar  Mr,  Gexm: 

2  adrlsdd  ycni  X  would  forward  at  my  eonrmlenee 
information  relatire  to  tb»  Lincoln  family  in  Indiana 
which  it  has  oocurred  to  m  nd^t  saka  a  good  tabject  for 
a  Dionnft. 

Tha  anclosara  I  think  will  carry  wnoh  infomsa- 
tlon  as  you  raight  desire. 

Very  ainoerely  yoiira. 


Inc.  1 


Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Tonndation 


To  acc ommodate  the  great  number  of  schools  throughout 
the  United  States,  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  many  duplicates 
of  each  Diorama, 

My  method  of  construction  makes  possible  any  number  of 
duplicates . 

The  method  of  distributing  Dioramas  between  schools, 
would  place  each  subject  on  display  for  the  period  of  one  week 
in  each  school  where  Dioramas  would  be  in  us^ . 

It  is  possible  to  work  into  the  Diorama  the  name  of  the 
company  whose  product  would  be  presented  there.     Also  on 
shelves  of  the  stand  under  th«  Diorama  may  be  displayed  material 
used  in  production  and  the  finished  product  itself, 

I  firmly  believe  that  honorable  manufacturers  fully 
appreciate  the  importance  of  educating  people  to  their  products 
from  childhood  and  consequently  fully  realize  the  value  of  my 
below  proposed  proposition, 

I  propose  to  erect  Dioramas,  4  feet  long,  3  feet  high  and 
2  feet  in  depth,  which  will  depict  the  romance  of  the  product 
manufactured  by  your  company  and  expose  in  this  Diorama  your 
name.     Also  on  the  stand  below  the  Diorama  I  will  exhibit 
your  finished  product  and  if  possible  materials  from  which  it 
is  made.    This  Diorama  will  become  the  property  of  your  company 
for  the  consideration  of  , 


Duplicates  of  your  Diorama  would  be  put  into  Visual 
Educational  use  in  schools  at  no  extra  charge  to  your  company. 
An  earnest  effort  will  be  made  to  also  place  duplicate  Dioramas 
into  window  display  service. 

I  am  submitting  to  your  company  with  this  letter,  a 
preliminary  sketch  of  the  proposed  Diorama, 


Re  s  pe  c  tf ully  y  our  s , 


Advertising  at  the  present  time  seems  to  have  reached  an 
impasse.     A  new  form  or  medium  is  imperative. 

The  main  object  of  advertising  is  to  attract  attention  to 
the  introduced  product  and  to  convince  the  public  of  its  importance 
and  superiority. 

Almost  all  present  fonms  of  advertising  seem  to  he  losing 
their  interest  and  certain  forms  have  become  annoying.    All  types 
of  advertising  exist  in  every  large  metropolis  but  a  great  part 
of  the  country's  population  live  in  the  small  towns.  Advertising 
does  not  reach  them  in  the  beautiful  and  interesting  display  as 
shown  in  the  large  city.     Therefore,  advertising  loses  much  of 
its  real  strength. 

It  is  true,  radio  has  recently  established  contact  with  this 
part  of  the  population,  but  it  disregards  the  power  of  vision 
which  is  of  paramount  importance  in  advertising* 

The  newest  and  in  many  respects  the  most  complete  advertising 
medium  is  the  Diorama,    Diorama  means  double  picture.     In  other 
words,  two  forms  of  art,  sculpturing  and  painting  masterfully 
blended  portraying  life  in  a  three  dimensional  picture.  Diorama 
produces  the  illusion  of  realism  by  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
perspective. 

My  idea  is  to  produce  a  portable  exhibition.     This  exhibition 
started  in  Detroit  will  be  sent  to  the  small  towns  over  three 
different  routes.    There  will  be  three  identical  exhibitions,  each 
one  consisting  of  56  Dioramas,  4  feet  wide,  3  feet  high  and  2  feet 
in  depth,  in  which  I  will  depict  the  beauty,  wealth  and  develop- 
m_ent  of "  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  advertised 
product.     An  interesting  free  lecture  would  be  given  during  each 
exhibition. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  such  an  exhibition  would  be  of 
benefit  in  an  educational  sense  -  educational  forces  would  welcome 
it. 

Such  an  exhibition  would  be  considered  an  event  in  a  small 
town,   consequently  shou]-d  be  well  patronized  by  the  inhabitants. 
It  would  be  m.entioned  as  news  in  the  local  press.     Each  Diorama 
would  have  a  stand,  about  42  inches  high,   in  which  would  be  made 
a  single  or  double  illuminated,  niche  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
playing the  products  of  the  subscribing  company.     On  top  of  the 
Diorama  would  be  placed  the  name  of  the  sponsor. 

A  setting  would  be  provided  with  a  constantly  upward  moving 
ribbon  bearing  desirable  printed  matter.     The  exhibition  would  be 
equipped  with  radio  and  loud  speakers. 

Remembering  that  the  sole  aim  of  advertising  is  to  indelibly 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  a  great  number  of  peojie,  the  imjiortance 
or  value  of  the  advertised  product,  such  an  exhibition  should  be 
a  success. 


Since  tVie  /greatest  proportion  of  the  education  groined 
by  tbe  averafre  Indlvlfiual  comes  tbrou/rh  the  eye,  Visual 
Education  la,  without  question,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
mediums  In  our  educational  set-up.     It  increases  the 
interest  and  shortens  the  le&minfr,  period  by  providing 
definite  concrete  visual  impressions.     By  skillful  use  of 
visual  aids,  correct  concepts  are  formed  quickly,  and  many 
of  the  queer  misconceptions  are  avoided. 

Progressive  educators  have  stressed  the  perfection  and 
use  of  all  forms  and  types  of  visual  aids  in  the  teaching 
program.     Because  of  this  keen  interest  among  educators  for 
more  and  better  visual  material,  many  nev/  trends  have  taken 
place  within  the  last  five  years. 

One  of  the  most  complete  and  recent  developments  in 
the  field  of  visual  Instruction  Is  the  diorama  -  art  within 
itself,  but  a  powerful  visual  aid  in  its  function.     It  is  a 
combination  of  two  forms  of  art,  sculpturing  and  painting 
masterfully  blended,  portraying  life  in  a  three  dimensional 
picture.     It  produces  the  illusion  of  realism  by  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  perspective.    The  diorama  makes  it 
possible  for  historical  events,  scientific  subjects,  in 
fact  any  phase  of  education,  to  be  brought  to  th«  student 
in  such  realistic  form  that  it  is  readily  understood. 

Formerly  this  type  of  aid  was  very  costly  and  not 
sufficiently  durable  for  practicable  classroom  use.  After 
devoting  several  years  to  this  type  of  work,  discovering  new 
uses  of  perspective,  inventing  devices  and  completing  the 
experimental  stages,  I  am  able  to  offer  a  plan  by  which  schools 
can  use  the  diorama  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Remembering  that  the  scholastic  year  consists  of  forty 
weeks,  it  would  necessitate  the  rental  of  only  forty  Dioramas 
for  each  school,  to  afford  each  school  the  opportunity  of 
having  a  different  Diorama  each  week;  sufficient  time  to 
permit  of  their  use  by  all  the  pupils  of  the  school. 

It  would  be  possible  to  bring  the  weekly  rental  as  low 
as  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  diorama.    This  would  give 
each  school  forty  dioramas  per  year  for  only  one  hundred 
dollars,     I  am  certain  that  there  are  enough  schools  interested 
in  this  educational  project  to  allow  me  to  make  the  rental  so 
low.     It  can  readily  be  seen  that  this  plan  is  extremely  feasible 
for  school  work  when  compared  with  the  market  price  for  one 
diorama  if  purchased  outright,  which  is  four  hundred  dollars, 

I  would  highly  appreciate  your  opinion  on  this  matter. 

Respectfully  yours. 


A  very  Important  form  of  advertising  is  window  display. 


The  purpose  of  window  display  is  to  sufficiently  attract  the 
attention  of  the  passer-by  as  to  cause  him  to  stop,  look  and 
become  Interested  enough  to  step  into  the  shop.     Secondly  -  to 
impress  the  passer-by  so  strongly  as  to  make  him  return  to  see 
this  display  and  perhaps  again  stop  to  purchase. 

The  newest  medium  used  for  window  display  is  the  Diorama, 
Diorama  means  double  picture  -  in  other  words,  two  forms  of  art, 
sculpturing  and  painting,  masterfully  blended,  portraying  life 
in  a  three  dimensional  picture.    Diorama  produces  the  illusion 
of  realism  by  adherence  to  the  principles  of  perspective. 

The  cost  of  production  is  such  as  to  make  possible  the  rental 
of  a  suitable  Diorama  for  only  seven  dollars  a  week.    A  suggested 
display  in  the  window  of  a  tire  and  automobile  accessory  store 
is  a  Diorama  depicting  a  highly  realistic  scene  of  a  highway,  A 
truckman  delivering  merchandise  to  tovm  can  be  observed  in  the 
foreground;  he  is  in  trouble.     He  has  a  flat  tire.     Some  of  his 
packages  and  boxes  have  fallen  to  the  ground.     He  seems  quite 
perplexed  by  his  predicament,    A  beautiful  car  with  the  name 
of  the  advertised  tire  very  prominently  displayed  is  a  short 
way  up  the  road  and  its  driver  who  has  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  distressed  truckman  is  pointing  to  his  good  looking  tire, 
Iftider  the  Diorama  in  an  illuminated  special  case,  a  tire  and 
inner  tube,  perhaps  a  jack  and  some  wrenches  are  beautifully 
displayed.     On  top  of  the  Diorama  is  a  little  sign  which  reads  - 
"Watch  Next  Week  -  'All  Set  -  Let's  Go«."    Next  week  in  the  same 
window  will  be  on  display  an  equally  well  presented  scene  of  a 
nice  suburban  cottage,     A  man  is  just  through  with  beautifying 
his  car.     He  holds  in  his  hands  a  certain  advertised  polish  - 
and  on  the  bottom  in  the  same  illuminated  stand  will  be  seen  a 
real  can  of  this  polish,  perhaps  gloves  etc. 

The  possibilities  of  advertising  products  in  this  manner 
are  limitless. 


THE  DIORAMA  CORPORATION 

OF  AMERICA 

200  EASr  IL     INOIS  STREET 
C  H I C AGO 


May  13,  1935. 


Dr.  Lewis  Warren 
Lincoln  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 


We  are  sorry  that  you  were  unable 
to  view  the  twenty-four  Ford  Motor  Company* s  dio- 
ramas before  we  shipped  them  to  the  California  Pac- 
ific International  Exposition,  for  we  know  you  would 
have  found  enjoyment  in  viewing  them. 

However,  we  always  have  interesting 
examples  of  our  work  available  and  trust  that  you  will 
pay  us  a  visit  the  next  time  business  brings  you  to 
Chicago. 


GFH:fs 


Very  truly  yours, 

THE  DIORAMA  CORPORATIOiJ  OF  AMERICA 


DimEnsions 


LEnCTH  h^ikikii  Mil:k^IH 

in  one   single  word 

R  E  n  1  I  T  V 

A  representation  in  miniature  in  which  the  use 
of  perspective  in  the  model  work,  sculpture,  and 
painting  brings  the  outstanding  subjects  into  life- 
like proportions,  actually  becoming  larger  and 
more  detailed  the  nearer  they  are  to  the  observer. 
The  impression,  to  the  eye  of  the  observer,  is 
exactly  that  of  seeing  the  actual  example  thru  a 
window  as  a  frame. 

The  Diorama  is  contained  in  a  self-lighted 
exhibition  case,  designed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  individual  client. 


DIAGRAM  OF  TYPICAL  DIORAMA 


THE  DIORnmfl 


THE  FORD  DIORAMAS— CHICAGO  1934 


The  Diorama  as  a  display  medium  for  show 
windows,  conventions  or  expositions  has  defi- 
nitely proved  itself  to  have  no  rivals.  As  an 
attention-getting  exhibit  it  not  only  attracts  a 
crowd  of  all  ages  but  holds  their  interest  and 
creates  a  lasting  impression. 

RECENT  CLIENTS 

American  Gas  Association 

American  Petroleum  Institute 

Armour  &  Company 

Chicago  Tribune 

City  of  Los  Angeles 

Commercial  Solvents  Corporation 

Diamond  Association 

R.  R.  Donnelley  &  Sons  Company 

Elgin  National  Watch  Company 

Firestone  Tire  &  Rubber  Co. 

Ford  Motor  Company 

General  Motors 

Monsanto  Chemical  Company 

Museum  of  Science  &  Industry 

National  Cash  Register  Co. 

Portland  Cement  Association 

Pure  Oil  Company 

Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co. 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co. 

Smithsonian  Institute 

State  of  III  mois 

Swift  &  Company 

United  States  Government 

William  Wrigley,  Jr.,  Company 

CORPORHTIOn 


ARMOUR  DISPLAY— CHICAGO  1934 


The  strong  appeal  of  dioramas  and  their 
dramatic  positive  presentation  make  them  an 
ideal  medium  for  display  and  direct  sales 
demonstration.  Accuracy  of  detail  and  faithful 
reproduction  in  miniature  insure  your  complete 
satisfaction  and  a  clear  understanding  of  your 
product  in  your  prospective  client's  mind. 

The  age  of  exhibiting  in  windows  and  show- 
rooms nothing  but  materials  and  products  is 
rapidly  passing. — Today  a  more  vital  display  is 
necessary  to  attract  attention,-  a  display  that  will 
interest  and  convince  at  a  glance  and  yet  hold 
the  attention  of  the  crowd.  The  diorama  fits  per- 
fectly into  such  a  scheme.  It  will  clearly  show 
actual  installations  that  illustrate  the  varied  uses 
and  salient  superior  points  of  your  product.  The 
diorama  makes  possible  the  exhibition  of  heavy 
equipment  that  otherwise  could  not  be  shown  in 
the  average  show  window,  sales  room,  convention 
or  office.  The  opposite  is  also  true,  for  small  deli- 
cate objects  and  mechanisms  con  be  enlarged  to 
illustrate  points  invisible  at  actual  size. 

The  mutual  interest  created  by  something  new, 
interesting  and  unusual,  especially  in  model 
form,  makes  the  diorama  a  definite  selling  tie 
between  the  salesman  and  the  client.  It  shows 
the  client  your  product  in  its  final  setting,  often 
making  clearer  points  that  could  not  be  seen  in 
the  actual  setting. 

THE  DIORAMA  TELLS  A  BIG  STORY 
IN  A  SMALL  SPACE. 


OF    n  m  E  R  I  [  n 


The  Diorama  is  ideal  for  an  interesting  por- 
trayal of  the  story  of  your  business,  the  invention 
and  improvement  of  your  products  or  your  out- 
standing installations.  No  medium  can  equal 
the  Diorama  in  the  general  education  of  the  pub- 
lic in  the  superiority,  history,  and  possibilities  of 
your  product  or  service. 

There  are  no  professional  or  business  organiza- 
tions existing  today  that  cannot  use  the  Diorama 
to  great  advantage  in  telling  their  stories. 

Among  the  major  uses  possible: 

Advertising  Displays  Visual  Education 

Show  Windows  Schools 

Trade  Shows  Colleges 

Conventions  Museums 

Travel  Agencies  Historical  Societies 

Outdoor  Advertising  Travelling  Exhibits 
Direct  Color  Photography        Sales  Kits 

SUBJECT^ — Any  subject  man's  mind  can  con- 
ceive, con  be  presented  in  Diorama  form. 

SIZE — Dioramas  con  be  mode  in  size  desired — 
from  one  foot  to  one  hundred  in  length. 

COST — The  price  varies  with  the  contemplated 
use,  detail  treatment,  size  and  quantity.  It  is 
always  low  in  relation  to  the  per  capita 
showing. 

STABILITY — Constructed  and  guaranteed  to 
withstand  shipping  and  hard  usage.  Dioramas 
are  absolutely  permanent. 


C  H  I  c  n  C  0,     I  I  L 


DioRnmn 

[ORPORDTIOn 

OF  n  in  E  R  I  (  n 
zoD  E.  Illinois  ST. 
IHKRCO  '  Illinois 


Our  organization  is  composed  of  well-known 
and  responsible  individuals  from  various  fields — • 
exhibit  planning  and  construction,  mercfiandis- 
ing,  advertising  and  architecture.  We  feel  sure 
that  this  unusual  group  can  be  of  real  sales 
benefit  to  you,  by  showing  you  ways  to  employ 
this  new  three-dimensional  showmanship  in  your 
business.  Let  us  place  ourselves  at  your  com- 
mand to  help  you  solve  your  display  and  exhibit 
problems. 

We  wish  you  would  visit  our  studio  for  we 
know  that  you  will  be  as  enthused  with  the  pos- 
sibilities of  this  new  display  medium  as  are  past 
clients  and  ourselves.  Examples  of  our  work  are 
also  on  display  in  most  of  the  large  cities  of  this 
country. 

We  will  be  glad  to  give  you  any  further  de- 
tails that  you  may  wish  either  by  a  call  from  our 
representative  or  by  moil.  May  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  in  the  near  future? 

EDWARD  H.  BURDICK 
President 

HENRI  MARCHAND 
Vice-President  in  Ciiarge  of  Studio 

A.  A.  MICHAUD 
Secretary  &  Treasurer 


CARLE  L.  BECKER 
Vice-President  in  Charge  of  Sales 


E  mnRBUR 


mUlTIPLE  SCEHE  IIGHT-BOK 


The  Marbur  Multiple  Scene  Light-Box  pre- 
sents for  the  first  time  several  Dioramas  seen  alter- 
nately through  one  opening.  From  two  to  eight 
model  scenes  are  brought  mysteriously  before  the 
eyes  of  the  observer,  creating  an  interesting 
phenomenon  that  cannot  be  passed  by. 

This  display  has  the  ideal  combination  of 
animation,  changing  light  effects  and  three 
dimensional  model  work.  Here  is  the  perfect 
exhibit  to  show  comparison,  old  to  new,  or 
unknown  products  to  famous  trade  marked 
products.  A  series  of  Dioramas  that  tell  a  history 
or  explain  a  use  or  process  can  be  dramatically 
and  forcefully  shown  with  the  Marbur  Light-Box. 
This  exhibit  has  never  before  been  offered  to  the 


commercial  world,  yet  it  received  the  vote  of 
30,000,000  people  as  the  outstand  ing  ex  hibit 
in  a  competing  field  valued  at  $40,000,000.00. 

The  Marbur  will  catch  the  attention  of  the 
passer-by  to  such  an  extent  that  it  registers  on  the 
subconscious  mind  resulting  in  permanent  re- 
membrance when  in  the  market  for  the  subject 
illustrated.  This  means  of  display  advertising  is 
so  unique  that  observers  who  hove  once  seen  the 
Marbur  will  tell  their  friends  about  it  and  thereby 
carry  on  your  message.  We  guorontee  the  draw- 
ing power  of  this  exhibit  and  are  limiting  its  sale 
to  prolong  its  drawing  power  life.  Thus  you  can 
be  assured  that  the  Marbur  Multiple  Scene 
Light-Box  will  definitely  increase  your  sales. 


The  Marbur  Light-Box  is  produced  by 

THE    DIORnmn    CORPORRTIOn    OF  RRIERICH 

200  E.  ILLINOIS  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS— TELEPHONE  SUPERIOR  4044 


Copyright  1935,  Diorama  Corporation  of  America 


Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 


Ao^st  38,  1936 


Mr. 6.  F.  Hsusherr 
Ths  X^orttoa  Corporation  of  Aiaerlca 
200  2a8t  Illinois  Street 
CMca^,  Illinois 

d0ar  Hr«  l%nish«rrt 

V«  r^ret  the  delay  la  the  raply  to  your  letter  to 
Kr.  Hall,  iHiO  is  out  of  the  cil^  for  the  waaaaT,  and  vhile 
your  letter  has  been  called  to  ny  attentien,  I  as  just  1>aek 
from  vacation  so  it  has  been  delayed  upon  iqy  desk. 

We  hftTe  had  the  natter  of  I^oraxaas  xap  ^before  our 
eonnittee  here  sereral  titoes  and  I  do  not  kno^  of  any 
ehazige  in  interest  whidbi  veuld  warrsmt  our  calling  a 
further  conference  on  the  Matter. 

Vbien  Mr.  Hall  returns  this  letter  vlll  he  called  to 
his  attention  hat  I  feel  quite  sure  that  we  will  bet  a^ain 

be  interested  in  going  into  the  mtter.    Thank  you  for 
your  courtesy  in  advising  ua  about  this  service. 

T«Gcy  tnily  yours 


Ljl?r:I.H 


Director 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 

I  ST  VICB-PRCBIDENT 


CECIL  BARNES 
Skcretarv 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 


Chicago  Historical  Society 


kjm  en  M   '■^ijivAM y 


PAUL  S  RU6SELL 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

JOSEPH  ADAMS 
CECIL  BARNES 

WILLIAM  MCCORMICK  BLAIR 
JOSEPH  M.  CUDAHY 
CHARLES  S.  DEWEY 
ROBERT  C.  FERGUS 
MARSHALL  FIELD  III 
COL.  THOMAS  R.  GOWENLOCK 
DR.  CLARENCE  W.  HENNAN 
JAMES  M.  HOPKINS 
DR.  JAMES  A.  JAMES 


NORTH  AVENUe  AT  CLARK  STREET 

LINCOLN  PARK 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

FRANK  J  LOESCH 

STERLlr4Q  MORTOr* 

POTTER  PALMER 

I.  NEWTON  PERRY 

CHARLES  B.  PI  KE 

MRS.  CHARLES  B  PIKE 

JOSEPH  T.  RYERSON 

MRS.  FRANK  D.  STOUT 

GUSTAVUS  F.  SWIFT 

MRS.  JAMES  WARD  THORNE 


TELEPHONE  DIVCR8EY  MOO 


l.  hubbard  8hattuck 
Director 


June  8,  1939 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  photograph  of  a  copy  of  a  sketch 
which  the  artist  has  prepared  for  the  first  of  the  Lincoln  Diorama 
series.    It  is,  as  you  will  see,  the  cabin  at  Hodgenville,  Kentucky, 

The  photograph  does  not  show  the  beauty  of  the  sketch,  which 
is  in  color  and  I  think  very  well  done.    You  will  notice  that  we  have 
tried  to  portray  the  cabin  in  the  spring  of  1809,  showing  Lincoln,  as 
a  baby,  in  the  arms  of  his  mother,  and  Tom  Lincoln  in  the  doorway  of 
the  shed  in  the  rear.    These,  of  course,  will  be  model  figures  and  will 
show  up  much  better  in  the  diorama  than  in  the  print. 

I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  make  any  corrections  or  comments, 
and  let  me  have  them  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently  do  so.    They  want 
to  start  the  work  of  the  laying  out  of  the  diorama. 

I  appreciate  your  work  in  the  past  and  am  going  to  impose 
upon  yoirr  good  nature  from  time  to  time  by  sending  you  the  sketches 
before  the  dioramas  are  actually  completed,  as  I  believe  that  this  will 
eliminate  a  lot  of  trouble  in  the  future. 

Kind  regards  and. 


Sincerely  yours. 


lhs:bp 
enc , 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 

1ST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 
President 


JOSEPH  M.  CUDAHY 
2ND  Vice-President 


CECIL  BARNES 
Secretary 
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telephone  diversey  moo 


L.  HUBBARD  SHATTUCK 
Director 


June  9,  1939 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co, 
Fort  V/ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

In  the  studying  of  our  dioramas,  we  are  in  need  of  some  informa- 
tion regarding  the  State  House  at  Vandalia;    particularly  a  description  of 
the  interior,  showing  where  the  Legislature  met. 

We  do  not  seem  to  have  a  great  deal  of  material  on  this  subject 
and  I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  have,  by  any  chance,  any  sketches  or  data 
regarding  this,  which  would  help  us  in  our  preparing  of  the  #6  diorama, 
which  will  be  entitled  "Lincoln  in  the  Legislature  at  Vandalia  on  March  3> 
1837,  at  the  time  of  the  protest  against  the  Pro-Slavery  Bill." 

I  am  not  writing  to  Mr.  Harry  Pratt  or  Paul  Angle  as  yet,  hoping 
that  you  will  have  the  reo^uired  material  to  enable  us  to  prepare  oior  diorama, 
I  am  afraid  you  will  think  I  am  getting  to  be  a  regular  pest  about  this 
matter,  but  I  am  anxious  to  get  all  of  the  facts  correct  for  all  of  our 
dioramas,  so  that  we  can  do  a  creditable  job. 

Kind  regards. 

Sincerely  yours, 


lhs:bp 


Director. 


June  12,  1939 


Mr.  L.  H.  Shattuck 
Chicago  Historical  Society 
North  Avenue  at  Clark  Street 
Chicago,  Illir.oiB 

Dear  Wr.  Shat tucks 

Sr.  Warren  is  out  of  the  city  at  pr  sent, 
"but  he  aeked  me  to  inform  you  that  the  diorama 
appears  very  veil  done.    He  has  no  sug^^estion  to 
offer  although  he  thinks  it  wocild  have  been  nice 
to  hare  vs'orked  in  the  famous  spring,  a  photogragh 
of  which  is  enclosed.     It  stood  on  the  chirney 
side  of  the  cabin  so  there  would  ceem  to  be  little 
room  to  shew  it . 

'i^e  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  June  9, 
but  as  Dr,  Warren  would  wish  to  take  care  of  this 
matter  concerning  diorama  #6,  you  will  hear  from 
him  upon  hie  return  from  Kentucky  the  ef.rly  part 
of  next  week. 

Tours  very  truly, 


Secretary  to  Dr.  -barren 


June  20.  1939 

Mr.  L.  H.  Shattnck 

Qiicago  Historical  Society 
North  Avenue  at  Clark  Street 
Chicago  I  Illinole 

Dear  Mr.  Shattuekt 

I  am  just  "back  from  a  week  In  Kentucky  and  have  taken 
up  your  photograph  of  the  contemplated  Diorama  vieualiiing 
Lincoln's  "birWi  place. 

X  am  convinced  it  would  be  of  very  great  interest  to 
Include  the  Lincoln  Spring  with  the  Diorama,  if  it  ie  possible 
to  do  up,  as  thit  Spring  was  , the  center  of  interest  in  all  the 
land*  pjUA/i  u^Mi^-tt^\  g-^  an  old  oak  tree  not  far  from 

the  Spring.  ^ 

If  the  old  oak  tree  in  the  foreground  in  the  picture 
could  be  placed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  cabin,  and  between 
the  cabin  and  the  oak  tree  on  the  aa '^e  aide  of  the  road  there 
could  be  worked  in  the  famous  Sinking  Spring,  I  believe  yu 
would  then  have  a  scene  as  accurate  historically,  as  far  as  the 
Xt>'(^Y^\^^ ^    is  concerned,  as  it  would  be  possible  to  make, 

I  like  the  cabin  eoene  immeneely  and  think  an  excel- 
lent Job  has  been  done  there.    I  do  think,  however,  If  the  big 
tree  could  be  taken  from  the  center  and  put  to  the  chimney  side 
of  the  cabin,  with  the  spring  in  between  the  tree  and  the  cabin, 
that  a  very  great  in5)rovement  would  be  made,  as  far  as  historical 
accuracy  is  concerned*    I  also  think  the  road  back  of  the  cabin 
could  be  m?de  a  little  plainer,  as  it  wae  a  much  travelled  road, 
in  fact  no  road  running  north  and  south  was  so  rmich  travelled 
as  the  one  which  went  by  the  Lincoln  cabin. 

With  respect  to  the  Vandalla  Court  House,       do  not 
■eem  to  have  any  picture  of  the  interior. 

In  the  "life  of  Abraliam  Lincoln"  by  Ida  Tarbell  on 
page  183  there  is  a  good  picttire  of  the  old  State  House  with  its 
brick  columns.    Of  course,  these  brick  columns  have  been  removed 
and  replaced  by  iron  ones. 

fle  enclose  a  brief  description  of  the  interior,  which 
may  be  of  help,  also* 

Yours  very  truly. 


UWIBB 
Enc, 


Director 


FRANK  J.  LOK8CH 

I  ST  VICK-PRWDKNT 


CHARLU  B.  PIKI 
PnmoDfT 


JOSKFH  M.  CUOAHV 
IMO  Viea-Pixaiovor 
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June  22,  1939 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

We  have  your  letter  of  June  20th,  with  the  detailed 
information  concerning  the  Hodgenville  scene. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  incorporate  as  many  of  your  sug- 
gestions as  is  possible,  as  we  wish  the  diorama  to  be  correct 
historically  as  far  as  possible.    I  think  the  Sinking  Spring  is 
going  to  be  very  successful  and  I  know  it  will  add  immensely  to 
the  general  attractiveness  of  the  scene. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  cannot  help  us  out  with  a  picture 
of  the  interior  of  the  Vandalia  Court  House,  but  we  thank  you 
for  the  description,  and  I  think  it  will  be  of  great  help  to  us. 

I  shall  not  again  attempt  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  time  and  effort  which  you  are  spending  on  this  great  pro- 
ject, but  I  know  that  upon  its  completion,  we  shall  all  feel  that 
it  has  been  well  worthwhile. 

Sincerely  yours. 
Director . 


Ihs : bp 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 

tBT  VICE-PBESIDENT 


CECIL  BARNES 
Secretary 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 
PRESIDENT 
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June  27,  1939 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insiirance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  have  had  the  artist  resketch  the  Hodgenville  cabin 
as  nearly  to  ¥«hat  we  think  it  should  be  after  receiving  your  last 
letter,  and  I  would  appreciate  your  looking  it  over  and  giving  me 
your  reactions  to  it.    Also  included  will  be  the  sketch  showing  the 
second  diorama  upon  vifhich  we  T^ould  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion. 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  list  of  questions  which  are 
bothering  us  and  which  we  would  like  to  have  clarified  if  it  is  not 
too  much  trouble. 


I  am  sorry  to  bother  you  again  so  soon,  but  it  is  all 
for  the  cause  of  history  and  accuracy  and  we  want  to  be  right  if  it 
is  possible. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Director. 


lhs:bp 
enc . 


3i^?nAQo  HIS-  'ti 
Ql^ifiMgo,  Illinoif 


tat  90«  1939 


Mr.  !•  !•  Shistttiek 
Chicago  Historical  floeiety 
Hoarth  A?e«  at  Clark  6t« 
Chioaflo,  Illixiois 

Pear  Mr.  flbattuoki 

•JJho  Rketeh  of  the  laterlocr  of  the 
Indiana  lo^  cabin  arrived  and  I  aittaoh  bom 
ocMMosts  vitli  ref ereaea  to  the  interior. 

The  rwiaed  Hod|s«aillle  oaibin 
portrait^  howereirf  did  not  o«ve  vlth  the 
other  00  I  am  unable  to  sake  any  eriticiflB 
vlth  reiveot  to  it  althou^^  I  can  answer 
the  taeettOM  iriiieh  you  hare  aeked  and  vill 
uae  your  ^ueetionnaire  for  thlit  pux^ae. 

I  hope  you  vill  feel  that  yoa 
are  not  bothering  ae  in  any  way  hy  the  re^nesta 
aa  I  aflB  delighted  indeed  to  cooperate  with  you 
to  the  fullest  extent  in  an  att«Qt  to  aake 
the  hlatorial  presttsitation  aa  aecuntte  aa 
posailile. 

Tery  truly  yours. 


Director 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 
1ST  Vice-president 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 

PRESIDENT 


JOSEPH  M.  CUDAHY 
2NO  vice-president 
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March  27,  194-0 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  am  sending  you  under  separate  cover  a  photographic  copy  of  the 
sketch  for  proposed  diorama  number  three  in  the  Lincoln  series.  The 
title  for  this  diorama  is  "Migration  to  Illinois,  1830." 

You  will  note  that  we  have  portrayed  the  scene  where  Lincoln  is  res- 
cuing the  dog  -  crossing  the  Wabash  at  Vincennes.    I  would  be  very 
glad  if  you  would  make  any  criticisms  of  this  proposed  sketch  so  that 
we  could  have  the  benefit  of  your  judgment  on  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  trying  to  push  this  project  along  and  will  have  some  other 
sketches  for  your  consideration  in  the  very  near  future. 

I  personally  question  the  type  of  the  covered  wagon  although  I  note 
from  the  reference  on  the  subject  that  the  Lincoln's  did  use  the 
covered  wagon.    I  also  question  the  ox-teams  used,  and  whether  or  not 
we  should  put  in  the  distance,  a  wagon  drawn  by  horses. 

I  wonder  if  you  could  get  for  me  a  photograph  of  the  interior  of  the 
Springfield  Supreme  Court  Room  in  1851?  If  you  could  forward  a  view 
to  us,  we  would  be  glad  to  reimburse  you, 

I  trust  we  are  not  taking  up  too  much  of  your  time  in  this  matter, 
but  we  are  so  anxious  to  get  it  as  correct  as  possible  and  we  need 
your  help  and  advice  on  this  important  question. 

With  kind  regards. 

Sincerely  yo\irs. 


L.  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Director. 


Ihs : bp 


April  1^,  19k0 


Ifr.  L.  luibbttrd  Shattuok,  Dir. 
Chicago  Blartorloftl  8ool«tj 
looeth  kr;  at  dark  8t. 
Giloago,  Illinois 

W  dear  Mr.  flbattuok: 


^  ^  A«ak  trm  another 

•peaking  ItJ^eraiy,  I  find  your  letter  of  mv6t  Zf. 

4.  4.^  ^  *»  TlBuallied 

lu  the  piotur©  vex^  nuoh,  l  cannot  feel  that  it  le 

S^t^  I^JUTJf^  f*^'-  we  no  hllla  In  the 

eountry  i«»leh  Uneoln  travoUed  through  at  the  tlae 
the  dog  vRs  roectted  lVooi  the  hlgii  natere.   Ve  knov 

•^^^J  .1^^^^  to  «e  that  the  corered  wagons 
are  swff Idwitly  aooumte  as  I  am  ^uit©  eure  he  aaet 
have  «sed  them. 


T>«^  ^        ^      avtaohlng  copies  of  Llnoola 

wre  vith  underlined  notations  vhieB  I  think  will 
a«elfit  greatly  In  reproduolng  possibly  a  aore 
aoourate  plotive. 


4.V  M  .     ^  ^••^         *^«re  iras  now 

oa  the  gromd  to  such  an  extent  as  It  is  here  shown 
ae  late  as  Naroh  5  or  the  alddle  of  Itoroh.   5ai»  soene 

T^fl^  ^iJ"  •  B^^^*  ^  aottthem^ 

maiana  vas  the  exception  and  not  the  general  rule. 

.       ^  I  sincerely  regret  that  I  cannot 

JNprwi;  Court  BooBi  in  I85I.   Appar«itly  Itls  no 

;2f**  J"  I^olnlana  as  ve  hare  Indexed  all  of 

™h  ;I?^J*'^?r''  •^•^  lllttst«itlon  M  no 

euoh  Ulustratlon  of  the  Springfield  Bvmm  Coort 
Boon  appears. 


▼ei7  truly  yours. 


Director 


PRANK  J.  LOESCH  CHARLES  B.  PIKE  JOSEPH  M.  CUDAHY 

1ST  Vicit-PRMiorNT  PRcaioam^  tm  Vice-P»>t«io«#<r 

CECIL  BARNES  PAUL  S  RUS8KLX 


Secretary 
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DIRECTOR 


April  15,  19^0 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  assistance  in  reviewing  our  proposed 
diorama  of  the  Lincoln  migration  to  Illinois.    I  am  glad  to  get 
your  suggestions,  and  we  are  revamping  the  diorama  in  accordance 
with  the  ideas  received  from  you,  Harry  Pratt  and  Paul  Angle.  It 
is  a  great  help  to  me  to  have  your  valued  assistance. 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  sketches  showing  Lincoln  'Riding  the 
Circuit',  the  scene  being  laid  in  the  public  square  at  Metamora, 
a  view  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  at  Freeport  and  a  third 
scene  showing  Lincoln  visiting  the  Army  at  Antietam.    I  shall  be 
pleased  to  have  your  suggestions  regarding  these  sketches  as  we 
are  about  to  go  on  production  with  them. 

I  would  also  like  to  know  if  you  could  give  me  a  suggestion  regard- 
ing some  important  event  to  be  portrayed  in  the  life  of  Lincoln,, 
between  the  period  of  I84.O  to  1850.    Inasmuch  as  the  information 
we  have  on  the  Ninian  Edwards  home  and  the  marriage  of  Mary  Todd 
to  Lincoln  is  insufficient,  I  will  have  to  select  some  other  sub- 
ject to  cover  this  period. 

I  trust  I  am  not  imposing  too  great  a  biorden  on  you,  but  we  are 
working  along  rather  rapidly  at  this  time  and  I  am  anxious  to  get 
as  many  of  the  sketches  approved  and  completed  as  possible,  so  that 
we  can  go  along  with  the  actual  diorama.    Three  of  the  dioramas  have 
now  been  completed,  and  I  think  they  will  be  a  great  credit  to  all 
concerned. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  many  kindnesses,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yoxors, 

L.  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Director. 


lhs:bp  -  enc; 


AprU  16,  19^0 


lfr«      Hubbard  Shattuok 
Chioago  Kifltorloal  Sooiaty 
forth  At«.  At  Qlark  8t. 
Chioago,  JUixkola 

l|r  dear  Nr.  fihattuokt 


are  pleaaed  Indedd  to  obaerre 
that  you  are  aaklzig  progreae  irlth  your  dloraaa 
prograa. 


Uhlle  I  regret  you  f  eeX  you  oould  not 
properly  develop  the  Idaooln  veddlag  thwe,  I  do 
feel  It  would  be  very  suoh  in  kM^ing  vlth  your  iro- 
If  you  oould  hare  one  family  groiv. 


T4     n   V  ^  •  portrayal  of  the 

Itlnooln  hoBiihoviiig  9oB9fBtmn  Llnoola  and  hie  faally 
Juat  PWloue  to  hie  leaving  for  Vashlagton  on  Goto- 
ber  S5,  IQkJ,  wuld  aate  a  fine  atudy,  tying  in  the 
■toiy  of  hie  oongreaaional  teni  and  the  cultural  in- 
fliMDoe  of  hia  hone  at  the  eaae  tiae. 

4    -.v   t.      ^  be  but  two  ehildren 

in  the  hone  in  Idkrf,  (me  four  yeere  old  and  the  other 

VJ!'  howerer,  1  believe  give  a  little 

of  fthe  hoM  atnoqphere  idiioh  ohouU  oreep  into  the  Lincoln 
etory  eoavuhere. 

^  ,     M     *****  respect  to  your  dioma  of  the  Unooln- 
l>ouglaa  debate  period,  I  got  the  ij^reaaion  that  a  very 
anall  group  of  people  were  preaent  and  if  I  rieebai 
correctly,  each  debate  waa  attended  by  great  throoga. 

Could  not  your  portrait  be  eo  adjueted  ao 
only  a  very  anall  part  of  the  groi^  night  be  included 
ao  that  it  would  ia^ly  that  there  were  great  nu^era 
which  were  not  Tieible  in  the  diorama  project. 

The  aubjecta  you  have  ohoeen  tew  to  be  tott 

timely  and  intereeting. 


Yeiy  trily  youre. 


L«r:BB 


Director 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 
1st  VICK-PRESIDENT 


CECIU  BARNES 
Secretary 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 

FREaiOINT 


H  M. CUD AMY 


PAUL  U.  RUSSKL4. 
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April  19,  19/,0 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  V/arren: 

Thank  you  very  kindly  for  your  letter  of  April  18.    I  agree  Vvdth 
you  that  something  in  the  way  of  a  family  group  should  be  shown 
and  I  will  try  to  follow  your  suggestion. 

Regarding  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate,  your  comment  that  the 
throng  is  not  sufficiently  large  is  the  same  as  Paul  Angle's. 
Vfe  knew  that  at  the  time,  but  the  artist  did  not  make  up  the 
complete  sketch.    We  are  going  to  increase  it,  and  indicate 
that  there  were  a  great  many  people. 

I  certainly  appreciate  all  the  help  you  are  giving  me  and  will 
probably  send  you  more  sketches  in  a  day  or  so. 

Kind  regards. 

Sincerely  yours. 


L.  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Director, 


Ihs : bp 
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Director 


July  26,  19i;0 


Dr.  Louis  A,  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr,  Warren: 

In  making  a  study  for  our  Lincoln  diorama 
group,  which  by  the  way  is  coining  along  nicely,  four  having  been 
completed  and  four  more  will  be  ready  in  the  near  future,  it  was 
suggested  that  we  show  a  scene  in  the  Bhite  House  at  the  time 
Adelina  Patti  was  supposed  to  have  sung  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

According  to  Katherine  Helm,  Adelina  Patti 
came  to  the  White  House  after  the  death  of  Willie  Lincoln,  although 
a  checkup  of  Patti' s  life  does  not  reveal  this  trip.    I  am  wonder- 
ing if  you  have  any  information  on  this  subject  which  you  could 
send  to  us  in  order  to  clarify  and  authoritate  this  matter. 

There  seems  to  be  little  information  about 
it,  although  the  incident  was  a  dramatic  one,  according  to  Mrs. 
Helm,  and  we  believe  we  could  do  much  with  it  in  the  making  of  a 
diorama. 

Thanking  you  for  any  help  you  can  give  us  on 

this  matter,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours. 


L,  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Director, 
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L»  BtaObbord  Bbtiiifboxik 
Chicago  Hiotoarloal  Socletsr 
north  Avonuft  et  Claxk  8t« 
ChloBgo,  TlTlncido 

Sflsr  SBmttacks 

Iiay©  done  00120  iderable  roaoorch 
vork  Ob  the  proiblcsa  of  Mbbi  lattl  cqppsorlng  at  the 
Vbite  Bouse  Init  bavo  laswBt  "bom  tiblm  to  vwrlfy 
Siatlierloo  BsIa's  stoa:^*   Souswhtfre  in  our  colXeetlcn 
of  infoesasttiem      ddbaero  a  defloite  vtatflnxt  vlth 
roopect  to  this  laoident  In  \&iXch  tho  enttiorlty  cXaImb 
tliat  tite  Bsla  tradition  oannot  Iw  aff imsd  nd  In  f aot, 
tlrat  it  can  "bo  disputed. 

Toa  vLll  note  that  no  biognsphflni  Hantion 
angr  aii6h  rislt  vhidi  oartalnl^       lag  t}ia  tradition  la 

not  QOuittnJLis'  ecoc^p'tada 

Z  voold  t>a  Ttty  auoh  aftndd  ^tmIT  to  um 
it  as  a  historical  incident  A.'£bhc»xt  hotter  afflnoatioB 
than  ye  nov  hanro* 

Iteoloood  you.  vlll  pleaee  find  a  little 
otozy  on  lire*  XdaooXn  nhioh  irui  Torlf  led  hero  In  oixr 
VouDdation  hy  MLaa  nmudrd^  and  at  tho  tlaa  «o  mmt 
into  the  Puttie  foestioo  end  alio  dooidod  not  to  use  the 
atoay. 

do  panpMot  bb^^  howvor^  Btdoe  anothsr 
engseation  axrailahle  vhlcfc  yoa  ni^  like  to  carry  out. 

Vk^QT  truly  yoara, 

/ 

imm  Director 
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August  8,  19^0 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  the  matter  of  our 
Lincoln  Dioramas.    Your  research  ties  up  with  all  other 
information  we  have  been  able  to  secure,  and,  in  the  place 
of  "Patti's  Visit  to  the  White  House",  we  have  substituted 
"A  Reception  at  the  White  House,  March  8,  I864.." 

I  find  the  little  booklet  which  you  sent  of  great 
interest,  and  I  am  studying  it  for  possible  suggestions 
in  the  event  it  is  necessary  to  change  other  dioramas. 

I  believe  I  told  you  that  we  are  very  busy  install- 
ing eight  of  the  dioramas  at  the  present  time,  and  we  are 
all  very  well  satisfied  with  them.    If  you  happen  to  be  in 
Chicago,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  stop  in  and  view  the 
woEk  which  has  been  accomplished. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  help  in  this  matter,  I  am. 


Sincerely  yours 


L.  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Director. 


Ihstbp 


FRANK  J.  LOESCH 

1ST  VICE-PIICBIDENT 


CHARLES  B.  PIKE 
Prbsident 


JOSEPH  M.  CUDAHY 
2NO  VICE-PRESIDENT 


cecil  barnes 
Secretary 
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April  21,  1941 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiajia 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  have  not  written  to  you  for  some  time  regarding  our 
Lincoln  Dioramas.    They  are  now  about  75fo  complete  and 
I  am  very  anxious  to  have  the  "benefit  of  your  judgement 
and  advice  regarding  them  while  they  are  still  in  a 
formative  state  and  can  "be  changed  if  need  l^e. 

Do  you  plan  to  come  to  Chicago  in  the  near  future,  or 
are  you  planning  to  come  through  on  any  of  your  lecture 
tours?    I  hope  so  as  I  would  like  to  see  you  and  go  over 
these  dioramas  with  you.     I  think  you  will  "be  very  much 
pleased  with  them,     I  am  hoping  to  open  them  to  the  pub- 
lic the  last  part  of  May  or  the  first  of  June. 

I  will  appreciate  hearing  what  your  plans  are  so  we  can 
try  to  work  out  sometning  that  will  assist  you  in  getting 
here  to  Chicago.    With  kindest  regards,  I  am, 


Yours  very  sincerely, 


Director 


lhs:r'bl 


Mr.  L.  H.  ebitttuok,  Blr* 

mrth  At9.  at  OlMrtc  St. 
Llnooln  Ittvk 
ChieaeO|  Illinois 

1^  d««?  Mr.  81»ttuolcs 

X  fim  pXQafl«d  indeed  lio  laam  that 
^ur  dioraoBS  «re  nMrliig  conrplotlon  l>ut  Z  do  not 
•ntiolpate  bvlng  In  Obloneo  for  th»  n6txt  f ev  vmIob 
at  least  fior  I  harr&  Just  rettimod  ftora  a  long 
Itjjoencuxy  on  the  West  Coeot  ewl  an  very  TOir-.h  crowdAd 
for  tim  here  In  an  atteqgpt  to  catoh  up  vitli  long 
nsgleotod  oorrespondanoe* 

If  aonetlilng  does  arise  vMcli 
necessitates      coxalng  to  your  cltj,  I  vlU  be  sure 
and  drop  out  to  tbe  Bocletj  Building  and  vlev  the 
jToJect. 

T«ry  truly  jours. 


UatiBK  Slrsotor 


NEWS  REVIEW 


CHICAGO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

CLARK  STREET  AT  NORTH  AVENUE  November,  197^ 


LINCOLN  DIORAMAS 


Books,  plays  and  poems  have  been  written  about  Abraham  Lincoln 
but  never  before  has  the  life  of  the  Great  Emancipator  been  told 
through  the  medium  of  diorama.     Lincoln's  life,  from  his  birth  to  his 
assassination,  has  been  portrayed  in  the  series  of  tv/enty  dioramas  to 
be  formally  opened  at  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, November  16th.  In  connection  with  the  opening  of  the  dioramas, 
there  will  bo  an  exhibit  of  costumes  of  the  Lincoln  period.  Following 
the  formal  opening,  s  tea  and  reception  vi/ill  be  given  by  President  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Cudahy.     Invitations  will  be  issued  early  in  November  to 
all  members. 

The  subjects  covered  by  these  dioramas  were  selected  by  the 
Society  with  the  cooperation  of  three  Lincoln  authorities  in  the  middle 
west:     Dr.  Louis  E.  V/arren  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  Harry  Pratt,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Association;  and  Paul  Angle  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Society  at  Springfield,     The  subjects  are  as  follows: 

1.  Hodgenville  Cabin  11.  Leaving  Springfield 

2.  Lincoln's  Boyhood  12.  First  inaugural 

3.  Migration  to  Illinois  13.  Emancipation  Proclamation 
\,  Lincoln,   the  Storekeeper  14'  Lincoln  at  Antietam 

5.  Scene  on  the  Ohio  River  15.  Gettysburg  Address 

6.  Riding  the  Circuit  16.  Lincoln  and  Grant's  Meeting 

7.  Tremont  House  17.  Lincoln  Enters  xRichmond 
S.  Debate  at  Freeport  18.  The  Pardon 

9.  Nomination  for  President        19.  Ford's  Theater 
10.  Springfield  Rally  20.  Lincoln  Memorial 

These  dioramas  were  made  by  the  Museum  Extension  Progr&m  of 
Illinois,   sponsored  by  the  Chicago  Board  of  .Education.     All  work  and 
research  vv'&s  supervised  by  the  Chicago  Historical  Society.     More  than 
fifty  craftsmen  hc.ve  b^^en  employed  on  the  actual  construction  and  re- 
search for  tiiese  dioramas  since  March  of  1939. 


Lincoln  Hall  on  the  second  floor  houses  one  of  the  finest 
collections  of  Lincolniana  in  the  middle  west  .   .   .  Accurate  replicas 
of  the  Lincoln  Springfield  House  and  the  Petersen  Bedroom  in  V^'ashington 
D.C.  are  also  part  of  the  Lincoln  exliibits  at  the  Society. 
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November  7,  194-1 

Dr»  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

No  doubt  by  this  time  you  have  received  your  invitation  to 

attend  the  opening  of  our  Lincoln  Dioramas.    I  should  like 

to  add  my  own  personal  hope  that  you  will  find  it  possible  to 

be  present. 

We  believe  that  from  a  visual  education  standpoint,  the 
series  will  be  of  great  value  to  students  of  Lincoln  as  well 
as  to  the  general  public,  and  that  they  entirely  justify  the 
time  and  work  which  has  been  expended. 

Quite  a  few  eminent  scholars  have  been  invited  to  the 
opening,  and  if  you  are  able  to  attend,  I  believe  you  will  find 
it  well  worthwhile. 


Sincerely  yours. 


L.  Hubbard  Shattuck 
Secretary. 


lhs:bp 


^avmher  12,  19^*1 


JMt.  L»  Efcil)l)ard  flhatt-.uck.  Secretary 
Chicago  Historical  Society 
North  Avenue  at  Clark  St . 
Llijcolz)  Park 
Chicago,  111. 

My  dear  Mr.  Shattucki 

It  looks  Dov  as  if  I  vould  be  a"ble  to  attend  the  opening 
of  your  Llrtcolr:  Bioraoae  on  next  Sunday  and  I  need  not  tell  you  I 
aa  very  aroclcvia  to  se©  this  very  Important  contrlhutlon  to  your 
already  laagnlficent  collection. 

Very  truly  youre, 


tkVt\M 


Dlroctor 


ff-cc&plrf  vitb  pl©Tet!T©  th«  kind  InTitrtlon  of 

l!«  T>r«9©»t  «.t  e.        Jltt        S«Re.tf«  C^-Tipber  of  the 
ChicGfiO  Jlletorlcgil  Society 
m  Stm^ay,  t^«  ffix%«er?th  of  KnTRT3>>«r,  &  half  after  fcmr. 


SUNDAY   TIMES,    CHICAGO,   NOVEMBER   30,  1941 
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arlv  problems  as  a  mouse's 
k3  taste  for  food  were  solved  in  stride 
by  the  30-odd  craftsmen  who  devoted 
more  than  three  years  of  painstaking 
effort  to  dioramas  depicting  major  inci- 
dents in  the  Ufe  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Plastics,  gauze,  chiffon,  sponge  rubber 
and  blown  glass  were  among  the  materials 
put  to  effective  use  in  the  faithful  repro- 
duction of  familiar  Lincoln  settings.  But 
the  artists  point  with  special  pride  to  their 
solution  of  the  mouse  problem.  It  seems 
mice  have  a  taste  for  glue  and  when  this 
adhesive  was  used  on  such  construction 
as  trees,  it  attracted  hordes  of  the  little 
creatures  to  overnight  feasts.  So  the 
artists  tried  silicate  soda  as  a  paste  and 
learned  mice  are  allergic  to  it. 

More  than  10,000  figures,  varying  In 
size  from  one-half  inch  to  19  inches, 
were  cast  and  6,000  actually  were  used  m 
completing  20  dioramas  tracing  Lincoln's 
steps  from  log-cabin  boyhood  to  death. 

Each  setting  first  was  modeled  in  clay. 
Then  a  plaster  cast  was  made  and  the 
painters  went  to  work.  The  dioramas, 
constructed  by  the  Museum  Extension 
Program  of  Illinois,  are  on  exhibit  at  the 
Chicago  Historical  society,  Clark-North. 


Young  Abe  reads  before  the  fireplace  in  what  is  now  Spencer 
coimty,  Ind.,  near  Gentryville.  His  stepmother,  Sarah  Tush 
Lincoln,  knits  while  his  father  stands  in  the  doorway.  Dioramic 
artists  made  Abe's  book  of  sections  of  a  telephone  directory. 
Icicles  hanging  in  doorway  are  glass,  - 


Chicago's  Tremont  House,  which  stood  at  Lake  and  Dearborn 
sts.,  was  reproduced  for  this  scene  showing  Lincoln  makins 
an  address  July  10,  1858,  in  his  senatorial  campaign  against 
Stephen  Douglas.  The  diorama's  illusion  of  depth  was 
achieved  by  painting  backgrounds  over  andjovcr  again. 


Lmcoln  delivers  his  famous  "farewell  address"  upon  leaving  Springfield  for  Wash- 
ioBton  and  the  presidency  Feb.  II,  1861.  It  was  cold  and  rainy,  but  the  mea 
stood  bareheaded  while  he  spoke.  Artists  used  many  substitute  materials  in  every 
diorama,  but  here  real  lace  was  used  on  women's .  dresses.  Old  pictures  were 
studied  to  learn  the  precise  fashion  of  the  day. 


His  cabinet  listens  while  the  Great  Emancipator  reads  his  history-making  procla- 
mation freeing  the  slaves.  Note  the  excellent  lighting  effect  produced  from  the 
chandelier.  The  light  globes  themselves  were  made  of  lucite,  a  modern  plastic 
put  to  new  use  in  this  dioramic  project.  The  desk  and  bookcase  arc  accurate  repro- 
ductions of  the  originals  down  to  minute  detail. 


''Four  score  and  Ec\'en  years  ago  ..."  The  memorable  scene  of  the  Gettysburg 
address,  Nov.  19,  1863,  is  recreated.  Historians  note  that  the  croud  applauded 
without  enthusiasm.  Edward  Everett,  Massachusetts  Governor,  had  been  the  orator 
of  the  day,  and  his  two-hour  address  is  bcHcvcd  to  have  tired  hi?  h^tcncrs  before 
Lincoln  spoke. 


The  traditional  incident  of  an  old  ex-slave  joyously  acclaiming  Lmcoln  for  his 
liberation  is  reproduced  in  a  scene  showing  the  President  in  the  surrendered  city 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  April  4,  1865.  The  boy  is  the  President's  son.  Tad.  Even  in  this 
scene,  the  "third-dimension-'  illusion  is  apparent,  a  tribute  to  the  artists  caretiu 
work.  (All  SUNDAY  TIMES  Photos) 


We  shall  nobly 


save  or 
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of  3Miti'Continent  M^eiroteum  Corp 


oration 


FOUR  score  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  on  this  con- 
tinent a  new  nation,  conceived  in  hberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so 
dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battlefield  of  that  war. 
We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that  field  as  a  final  resting  place 
for  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  alto- 
gether fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate — we  cannot  consecrate — 
we  cannot  hallow — this  ground.  The  brave  men  living  and  dead  who 
struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or 
detract.  This  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here, 
but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather 
to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they  who  fought  here 
have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to 
the  great  task  remaining  before  us — that  from  these  honored  dead  we 
take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  gave  the  last  full 
measure  of  devotion;  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not 
have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of 
freedom;  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the 
people  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 

— Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address 
November  19,  1863 


ON  THE  COVER — Abraham  Lincoln,  six- 
teenth president  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  drawn  by  Paul  E.  Yard  from  the 
Gardner  portrait  (posed  March  9.  1864,  and 
acclaimed  Lincoln's  greatest  picture).  The 
Soldiers  National  Monument  (right)  marks 
the  spot  in  the  Gettysburg  National  Ceme- 
tery from  which  President  Lincoln  delivered 
his  immortal  dedication  address 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE — An  engrossed  copy  of  this  facsimile  woman  who  lost  five  sons  with  the  sinking  of  a  U.  S.  Cruiser 

letter  of  President  Lincoln  to  Mrs.  Bixby,  hangs  on  the  walls  in  December,  to  the  Diamondman  and 

of  Brasonose  College,  Oxford  University,  England,  as  a  woman  at  Tulsa  who  lost  one  son  in 

specimen  of  the  purest  English  and  most  elegant  diction  ex-  the  air  over  the  South  Pacific  and  an-  ^ 

tant.  It  is  said  that  as  a  model  of  expressive  English,  it  has  other  in  the  sands  of  North  Africa,  ^  ^Eff/> 

rarely,  if  ever,  been  surpassed.  We  are  printing  this  letter,  Lincoln's  letter  may  be  great  solace,        ^1?^  ^"^^^^^-^-O 

with  the  feeling  that  every  home  in  which  it  is  read,  will,  in  for   Lincoln  understood  that  those       Et,    i^W^^  ^ 

some  way,  be  bettered.   "What  makes  Lincoln  more  deci-  who  lack  the  courage  to  pay  the  price 


sively  American  than  any  other  figure  is  his  understanding     for  freedom  cease  to  be  men :  that  no 
that  the  price  for  freedom  can  never  be  too  high,"  declares    man  is  ever  free  who  has  not  courage       BUY  ^VAR  BOXDS 
Harold  J.  Laski  in  his  book,  L/';;ro/;; /^.r  ylw/tr/ViJ.  To  the  Iowa    to  choose  death  rather  than  slaverv.  -j^ 


L  I  H  0  L  r  S    L  I  F 


These  three-dimensional  visualizations,  on  display  at  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society,  present  the  life  of  the  Great  Emancipator  from  the 
log  cabin  at  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  to  Ford's  Theater  and  the  Uncoln 
Memorial  in  Washington.  IN  THE  PICTURES:  1)  Lincoln  studying  by 
the  fireplace,  1824.  Seated,  his  stepmother,  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln;  en- 
tering the  cabin,  his  father;  2)  Lincoln,  the  New  Salem  storekeeper, 
1833.  His  customer  is  Ann  Rutledge.  In  Lincoln's  words,  the  Lincoln- 
Berry  store  eventually  "winked  out";  3)  Lincoln  aboard  the  steam- 
boat Lebanon  on  the  Ohio,  September,  1841.  He  stands  on  the  upper 
deck,  looking  down  at  chained  slaves;  4)  The  attorney  of  1849-60 
arriving  at  the  courthouse  in  Metamora,  Woodford  County,  for  the 
semiannual  session  of  the  Circuit  Court;  5)  Lincoln  speaks  at  Tre- 
mont  House,  Chicago,  July  10,  1858,  beginning  his  unsuccessful  sen- 
ate campaign  against  Douglas;  6)  The  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  at 
Freeport.  IlL,  August  27,  1858,  one  of  the  most  important  oi  the 
famous  platform  meetings;  7)  The  Springfield  campaign  rally,  Au- 
gust 8,  1860.  Standing  before  his  home  the  Presidential  candidate 


K     ill  (Ml  il  II  ii  N 


rovlowod  an  oiqhi-mllo  parado;  8)  Doparturo  from  Sprinqiiold  lor 
Washlnglon,  Fobruary  II.  1861.  Major  David  Hunter,  (loll)  and  Col. 
Elmor  E.  Ellsworth  Hank  tho  ProHidont-olect:  9)  Lincoln's  iirut  inau- 
qural,  March  4,  1861,  Irom  a  platform  orectod  on  tho  oast  stops  of 
the  unfinished  capitol  building.  Washinqton;  10)  Visit  to  tho  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  October  I.  1862.  Tho  Civil  War  President  speaks 
with  General  Goorqe  B.  McClellan;  II)  Tho  Gettysburg  address. 
November  19.  1863.  Lincoln  stands  surrounded  by  Cabinet  mem- 
bers, diplomats,  and  Army  and  Navy  officers;  12)  A  pardon. 
April  14,  1865.  of  a  younq  soldier  sentenced  to  be  shot  for  deser- 
tion. The  boy's  mother  weeps  in  gratitude;  13)  Ford's  Theater,  April 
14,  1865;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  in  the  Presidential  box,  which  Booth 
entered  to  fire  the  fatal  shot;  14)  "In  this  temple,"  reads  the  inscrip- 
tion above  the  stalue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  central  hall  of  the 
Lincoln  Memorial.  Washington,  D.  C,  "as  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
for  whom  he  saved  the  Union,  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is 
enshrined  forever."    Americans  revere  Washinqton — love  Lincoln 


mn  SOLD  ymm  nm  hoods 


"Bud,  this  is  Bill  Jones.  That 
#$%,#?  car  of  mine  won't  start  this 
morning  and  I'm  due  at  work  in  ten 
minutes.  You've  got  to  get  it  started 
for  me.  Can  you  come  up  and  give  me 
a  push  or  do  something — right  away, 
please 

"Calm  yourself,  William,  my  friend, 
you  shall  be  at  work  in  ten  minutes. 
I'll  be  right  there." 

Bang!  goes  the  telephone  receiver. 
Bud  yells  to  Chuck  Haas  and  Flip  Cur- 
tis, his  two  assistants,  busy  in  the  lubri- 
torium,  "Chuck,  watch  the  driveway; 
Flip,  come  along,  we're  going  to  start 
a  car."  Bud  grabs  a  battery.  Flip  grabs 
some  tools  .  .  .  into  the  service  car 
.  .  .  out  to  Bill's  .  .  .  connect  the 
booster  battery  to  Bill  Jones'  car  .  .  . 
she  starts. 

Bud  jumps  into  the  car  with  Bill,  and 
as  they  drive  back  to  Bill's  place  of  bus- 
iness. Bud  proceeds  to  sell  Bill  on  let- 
ting him  (Bud)  take  the  car  down  to 
the  station  for  a  battery  recharge,  and 
possibly  a  complete  changeover,  lubri- 
cation job,  tire  inspection,  and  what 
not,  agreeing  to  have  Bill's  car  back  at 
his  place  of  business  by  noon. 

The  above  has  become  a  typical,  and 
increasingly  constant  incident  at  Er- 
vin's  D-X  Firestone  Station,  Perry,  Iowa,  these  cold  wintry 
mornings. 

Bert  L.  (Bud)  Ervin  leased  the  D-X  Station  in  Perry,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1936.  The  station  at  that  time  had  a  one-stall  grease 
house,  very  little  equipment  and  sold  few,  if  any,  home  and 
auto  supplies.  Bud  realized  that  lubritorium  held  splendid 
profit  possibilities,  and  proceeded  to  do  something  about  it. 
As  a  result,  this  phase  of  his 


New  Battery  Sales  Begin 
With  a  Look  Under  the 
Hood  and  "DG"  Lubrication 

BY    R.    W.  ELLIS 


When  Diamondman  Bert  L.  (Bud)  Ervin,  D-X 
Lessee  at  Perry,  Iowa,  points  to  his  (lube) 
battery — he's  proud  of  it 


business  has  constantly 
grown.  In  July,  1941,  an  ad- 
ditional stall  was  built  onto 
his  station.  This  move  has 
since  been  well  justified  by 
the  business  increase. 

By  installing  necessary  and 
adequate  equipment,  sug- 
gesting to  his  customers  serv- 
ices needed,  having  a  sincere 
desire  to  help  his  customers 
keep  their  cars  in  good  con- 
dition, and  teaching  his  as- 
sistants to  see  these  needs, 
and  how  to  take  care  of  them, 
Ervin  has  built  this  phase  of 
his  business  to  a  point  where 
his  monthly  service  revenue, 
as  shown  by  the  Diamond 
Simplified  Bookkeeping  Sys- 
tem, averages  a  gross  of  well 
over  $400.00  per  month. 
One  of  the  items  of  equip- 


When  a  Diamond  Station  salesman  can  get  under  the  hood  of  a 
customer's  car  for  inspection  of  battery,  he  also  has  a  chance  to 
suggest  a  variety  of  sales  and  services  which  will  result  in  a  nice 
plus  profit 


ment  Ervin  added  to  his  equipment  in- 
ventory was  a  Firestone  Quick-Charger. 
In  his  own  words  he  tells  the  result  of 
this  move: 

"Some  station  agents  say  there  is  no 
money  in  batteries  and  battery  re-charg- 
ing. They  say  this  because  they  hesitate 
to  make  a  justified  charge  for  the  serv- 
ice call  in  getting  the  battery,  to  charge 
a  reasonable  figure  for  the  rental  battery 
the  customer  uses  while  his  is  being 
charged,  to  tell  the  customer  the  facts 
when  it  is  found  that  his  battery  should 
be  replaced,  and  to  ask  a  just  and  fair 
price  for  the  new  battery  they  endeavor 
to  sell. 

"On  top  of  that,  one  must  consider 
the  many  essential  services  and  items 
that  can  be  sold  as  a  result  of  getting 
the  customer's  car  into  the  station  for 
this  service.  Grease  jobs,  changeovers, 
oil  changes,  home  and  auto  supplies, 
etc.,  are  all  profitable  items  and  present 
missed  opportunities  if  a  dealer  does 
not  charge  batteries — thereby  forcing 
the  customer  to  go  somewhere  else  for 
this  ser\'ice,"  Ervin  declares. 

"Now  that  "gas  rationing'  has  ar- 
rived in  this  area,  I  expect  to  see  a 
marked  increase  in  this  serv^ice,"  Bud 
says.  "The  OPA  figures  a  car  may  be 
driven  approximately  240  miles  per  month  on  an  'A'  Book, 
an  average  of  only  about  eight  miles  per  day.  This  is  insuffi- 
cient mileage  to  keep  a  battery  charged,  particularly  in  cold 
weather.  It  doesn't  take  much  time  to  run  down  a  battery 
after  some  of  these  cold  winter  starts  and  some  of  these  short, 
heavy  pulls,  especially  if  the  battery  is  neglected.  Until  "gas  ra- 
tioning' becomes  a  thing  of  the  past,  I  believe  battery 

charging  service  will  become 


an  increasingly  greater  item 
of  service  revenue  in  all  sta- 
tions equipped  to  do  this 
work." 

An  average  month  sees 
this  station  charge  about  75 
batteries,  and  sell  about  25 
new  batteries.  Needless  to 
say,  without  the  battery- 
charging  department,  practi- 
cally all  the  revenues  from 
the  sale  of  new  batteries 
would  be  lost. 

Based  upon  the  profits  this 
item  has  shown  at  this  sta- 
tion, one  can  easily  under- 
stand Diamondman  Ervin's 
enthusiasm  for  his  battery- 
charging  department  and 
what  he  means  when  he  says : 
"Thar's  gold  under  them 
thar  hoods." 


iciory 
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The  most  vital  battle  today  is  a  fight  to  gain 
Time  in  producing  the  many  essentials  of  war. 

Twenty-four  hours  a  day,  every  day,  the  petro- 
leum industry  is  helping  to  gain  time  for  Amer- 
ica's war  industries  and  fighting  forces.  Every 
drop  of  oil  is  doing  double-duty  work;  every 
petroleum  worker  is  breaking  bottlenecks. 

The  Time  ahead  is  either  ours  or  theirs. 

We  are  gaining  with  our  mighty  implements 
made  in  defiant  haste  and  sound  perfection 
by  a  thousand-thousand  hands  that  know  the 
feel  of  freedom.  We  are  fighting  with  strap- 
ping sons  of  America's  heart  and  flesh  —  there 
in  the  waters  and  in  the  sky  and  marching  on 
the  land.  We  are  ready  to  give  harder  blow 
for  blow,  fiercer  slash  for  slash,  and  to  bear 
the  bleeding  and  the  dying  until  the  way  is  ours. 

You  can  help  speed  Victory  .  .  . 


BUY  U.  S.  WAR  BONDS  AND  STAMPS  EVERY  PAYDAY! 
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Above  is  one  of  the  dioramas  featuring 
the  "Story  of  Illinois"  now  on  display  in 
the  Illinois  State  Museum,  Springfield.  A 
15-page  pamphlet,  "The  Story  of  Illinois," 
by  Virginia  S.  Eifert  of  the  museum  staff, 
has  been  prepared,  using  illustrations  of  the 
Bartlett  Frost  dioramas.  Famous  episodes 
of   Illinois  history  are  brought   to  life  in 


fascinating  dramatic  sketches  under  such 
titles  as  "Marquette  and  the  Indians," 
"The  Capture  of  Vincennes,"  "The  Under- 
ground Railroad,"  and  the  "Chicago  Fire." 
A  copy  of  this  pamphlet  may  be  secured 
from  the  museum  on  request,  accompanied 
by  a  2-cent  stamp  for  postage. 

(  ■  L       .    .       ,.v-l  j 
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Bartlett  Frost  with  parts  oi  his  Railroad  Diorama 

BARTLETT  M.  FROST,  DIORAMIST 


The  remarkable  dioramic  art  of 
Bartlett  M.  Frost  brought  new  and 
dramatic  color  to  the  Illinois  State 
Museum  when  he  came  to  it  as 
dioramist  in  1939.  Now  he  has 
left  this  position  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Detroit  Historical  Museum  in  De- 
troit, Michigan.  And  the  almost- 
alive  human  figures  which  grew 
under  his  fingers  during  his  years 
in  the  Illinois  State  Museum  re- 
main as  a  constant  reminder  of 
his  work. 

Bartlett  M.  Frost  came  from 
Berkeley,  California.  He  had 
spent  four  years  with  the  National 
Park  Service  museum  laboratories 
in  preparing  large  dioramas  for  the 
Golden  Gate  Exposition  and  for 
several  of  the  National  Parks  and 
National  Monuments  of  the  west. 
He  was  largely  self  taught,  with 
the  exception  of  a  year  with  Joe 
Mora,  noted   California  sculptor, 


who  directed  work  on  the  Golden 
Gate  dioramas,  so  that  his  skill  is 
all  the  more  remarkable  and  per- 
haps all  the  fresher,  too,  for  being 
his  own.  He  brought  to  the  tiny 
human  figures  which  he  created  in 
beeswax  the  quality  of  aliveness 
which  is  not  always  found  in  fig- 
ures in  dioramas.  These  indeed 
were  people,  caught  for  an  instant 
at  some  vital  moment  in  history. 
They  never  looked  static,  were  al- 
ways as  if  they  were  about  to  move 
and  continue  their  pursuits.  The 
surroundings  in  each  diorama  were 
made  with  such  care  and  to  such 
consistent  scale  that  after  one  had 
looked  into  a  diorama  for  a  while 
he  almost  forgot  that  these  figures 
were  only  eight  inches  tall. 

Bart    Frost's    dioramas  were 
made  in  two  separate  series.  When 
he  first  came  to  the  Museum  he 
continued  the  Story  of  Man  series 
(Continued  on  page  367) 
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